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UM POSTS ENROLLMENT, FTE RECORD FOR SPRING SEMESTER 
MISSOULA -
Enrollment continues to climb at The University of Montana, but the big news this 
semester is that students are taking more credit hours.
While head count increased to 13,309 -  24 above last spring’s enrollment -  the 
number of full-time equivalents jumped from 11,096 to 11,398. While an analysis is still under 
way, it appears the numbers can be attributed in part to online registration and the conversion 
of Wintersession courses counting toward spring semester, said UM President George 
Dennison.
UM administrators and student leaders also have urged students to take more credits 
using the so-called “flat spot” -  the fact it costs the same to take 12 to 21 credits.
“It appears that more students than usual took advantage of the flat spot for tuition 
purposes,” Dennison said. “That helped students a great deal.”
Still UM did not meet its projected FTE for spring semester, missing the mark by about 
100. In addition, the head count balance between the College of Technology and the main 
campus continues to change as students opt for two-year educational programs.
Dennison said student retention remains a serious concern for UM leaders.
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“It seems clear that we still have much to do to solve the attrition problem,” said 
Dennison, who also serves as acting provost. “Too many students are leaving for reasons that 
we do not yet understand. We have launched a study of the issue with the assistance of an 
external consultant and expect to implement action programs in response later this semester.”
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